Age 41-46]        The Duke's "Weak Army                [1815
to be of use to my country, it is to the experience I acquired under Mm
that I have to attribute it.1
It was a pity that the army the Duke now commanded
contained so few of those tried and trusty fighters who had
fought their way under him through Portugal and Spain
and into France j that matchless Peninsular army called by
him the finest army in the world, with which he would go
anywhere and do anything.
But, alas, the parts of this wonderful machine were scat-
tered, and it was a very heterogeneous collection of raw
material to which the Duke now set his guiding hand, formed
of a scratch lot of troops of weak corps and inefficient 2nd
battalions sent into the Netherlands for the military possession
of these countries pending the results of the negotiations of
the Congress of Vienna. " I wish to God you had a better
army",2 Torrens wrote him after a visit to Belgium; a
sentiment which the Duke found himself constantly reiterating
during the days preceding its trial of strength.
I have got an infamous army fhe was writing after a month's prepara-
tion], very weak and ill equipped, and a very inexperienced Staff. In
my opinion they are doing nothing in England. They have not raised
a man; they have not called out the militia either in England or Ireland;
are unable to send me anything; and they have not sent a message to
Parliament about the money.3
The Duke was further exasperated by interference with
the selection of General Officers and his Staff; a selection
in which it might be supposed the Commander-in-Chief in
the Field had some slight interest. But the Lords Omni-
potent at the Horse Guards thought otherwise, and the Duke's
life was made a burden by constant requests from officers for
appointments which he had no power to grant.
I have had the honour of receiving your letter . . . applying to me
to be employed with this army [he informed a General Officer, a trifle
1 Supp. Despatches, Vol. IX, p. 600.         2IUL, Vol. X, p. 49-
3 Dispatches, VoL XII, p. 3^.
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